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'lhe 
Atlos of Human lvloldrid is ìn an uncommon formal,

having a page sizeof 33crn :23cm, which I  persofattyfound
io be a littte unwietdy for easy u5e as a reference book;
however, thìs size does allow for excettent coLour photomj-
crographs, size 14cm x 9.5 cm, of whjch there are over 450
presented four to a page. There are 201 pages written ìn
duat tanguage, Engtìsh and llatjan, with the captìofs to the
colour photomicrographs in Engtish with the ltauan versjons
in a chapter at the back of the book. There are aLso four
tables and 11 pLates included through the lext wilh a useful
tist of suggested further reading as wetl as over 80 retevant

îhere is a very good introduction, with a section on the
parasite and ì!s deveLopm ental stages and an ittustrated sec'
tion on dìrect microscopy (intefesting but of Littte vaLueÌ.
There is a sectjon on the effecls of antjcoaguLanis as welL as
iLlustrated sections on the preparation and staining of thin
and thick fitms and of theeffects of pH on the stain and para'
si taemjacounts on thjn and thickf i tms. The largerpart  of the
Atias js gìven to the excetLent description of the four human
malarìa species, wÌth nearly 400 cotour photoanicrographs
showing every developmental stage of the four species in
lhin and thìck blood fiLms. Photomicrographs of mixed infec-
ljons are atso ìncluded, as are morphotogìca( chafges due
lo anticoaguLants, common anefacts that rnay be confused
with mataria, and a smatL section on other btood parasites
such as Eorrelid, Sabesia and microfitaria. The images are

of very hlgh quat j ty and by using mult jple images of the di f '
ferent stages of each specjes the authors have been able to
showthe range in varialion that rnay be seen in lhe morphol-
ogy of €ach stage. This is sonrething that inexperienced and
not so jnexperienced mìcroscopists find partic!larLy difficul!
when looking at malaria fitms and I thjnk this is one of the
great strenglhs of this Allas.

I think that gìven the excellent quauty of thjs Attas and
jts sufprjsingly Low cost, jt shoutd prove an jnvaLuable guide
lo atl those jnvolved jn the djagnosis of malaria by btood
f rÍ examination as well as sludents, Leachers and inflec-
ljous disease doclors. I do hope thal if the Atlas runs lo a
second edìtion the authors wilt be abLe to incllde the pri-
mate mata.ia Plosmodium knowLesi, às lhis appears to b-"
rapìdLy becoming the fifth human maLaria species jn the Far
East and images of lhe same high quaUty would greatlyassist
in jts djfferenfiation from P noLariae and P falciparun.

lhe authorsset out to provjde a comprehensive handbook
on the djagnosjs ofmaLaria bymicroscopy, whitst keepingthe
cost to a minimum. Thjs they did by taki.g no remuneralion
for theìr wofk and by the publjsher putting in a tot of the
work for free. Addiljonally, a donalion witl be made to a
matarla fìetd project from every one sold. Dìd they achìeve
their qoaL? | thjnk they most certaìnty did.
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